5 YEARS

OF CELEBRATING

WOMEN IN THE ARTS
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MESSAGE FROM
MINISTER NATHI
MTHETHWA MINISTER OF ARTS
AND CULTURE
CELEBRATING THE BRILLIANCE OF WOMEN OF ART
As we mark the 5th edition of the Mbokodo Awards, we do so with
great pride as we celebrate the remarkable artistic achievements
of many generations of South African women at the same time: we
sing the praises of the living legends of our times, the upcoming
youth and the wonderful promise and contribution of the girl child.
The 5th Mbokodo Awards takes place in a year in which we have
commemorated the 60th anniversary of the historic Women’s
March to the Union Buildings and during a month in which we
mark the 20th anniversary of the South African Constitution.
It is also a year however, in which racism has reared its ugly head
and in which people have come together to fight this scourge and
intensify the building of a non-racial and non-sexist, democratic
South Africa.
It has also been the year of girl children asserting their cultural
identity and creating spaces where all of us are truly at home.
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We congratulate UNICEF for its sterling work as it marks its 70th anniversary and continues to take strides in protecting and asserting the rights of the
child.
I am reminded of the words of Madiba as he reflected on his own life’s work:
He observed; and I quote:
“Men and women, all over the world, right down the centuries, come and go.”
“…We pass through this world but once and opportunities you miss will never be available to you again…

Some leave nothing behind, not even their names. It would seem that they never existed at all.”

It is therefore fitting that we recognize the contribution of unsung heroes and heroines. It is important that we acknowledge the women in the arts,
culture and heritage sector who have named this world for us and who have sought to inspire us with hope, instil positive values and support others to
develop their talents.
The Mbokodo Awards celebrates the freedom of creativity of women in the arts, honours living artistic legends and all those women who have made an
extraordinary contribution against all odds to the cultural life of our country.
Alice Walker, that great womanist writer, tells us in her book “In Search of our Mother’s Gardens”; and I quote:
“What is always needed in the appreciation of art, or life, is the larger perspective. Connections made, or at least attempted, where none existed before,
the straining to encompass, in one's glance at the varied world, the common thread, the unifying theme through immense diversity, a fearlessness of
growth, of search, of looking, that enlarges the private and the public world.”
Above all, it is this fearlessness and courage that we celebrate as each woman recognized today has had to overcome great obstacles in reaching for
her dreams.
We salute the nominees and congratulate the winners as they have all achieved greatness. May you all go from strength to strength and continue
through your art to tell the great South African story.

MINISTER NATHI MTHETHWA
MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE
DECEMBER 2016
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL THE
2016 MBOKODO AWARD
WINNERS
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MESSAGE FROM THE CONVENOR AND
PRODUCER OF THE MBOKODO AWARDS

Carol Bouwer
Founder of CB Productions
Executive Producer Mbokodo Awards

CELEBRATING THE BRILLIANCE OF WOMEN OF ART
Women play an essential role in the social, political and economic development of our
country. They are the solid foundation of families, business, communities and society as a
whole.
So, it is only fitting that through the Mbokodo Awards, we celebrate and acknowledge the
achievements of women who have shown leadership, fostered growth and made efforts to
strengthen the arts.
The Mbokodo’s 5th anniversary of the awards, pays rightful homage to the pioneers, heroines,
to the way-makers - who made ways out of no-way; who opened up ways for so many others
in the fields of arts and culture; and the role they play as custodians of the family and
inspiration for the girl child.

Indeed, we celebrate those who break down barriers, cross boundaries, create and increase
opportunities for women and girls, through their extraordinary achievements, strengths,
struggle, sacrifices and strides in the service of girls, women, our people and humankind.
As we rightfully praise the women's proven and impressive strength, 2016 has ushered in four
milestones: The 5th anniversary of the Mbokodo Awards; the 20th anniversary of a
constitution which is progressive towards women’s rights; the year-long 60th Anniversary of
the 1956 Women’s March to the Union Buildings to protest against the extension of pass laws
to women and the 70th anniversary of UNICEF defending the rights of children.
Clearly, as we recount, reflect and praise women’s achievements and strengths through the
15 categories - - Women in Media, Traditional and Indigenous Arts, Literature, Jazz, Visual
Arts, Poetry, Fashion and Design, Shining Light, Music, Dance, Theatre, Opera, Girl Child of
Promise, Lifetime Achievement and Film - - we are also obligated to acknowledge roads and
doors still to be opened, battles still to be fought and won and a future to be forged that brings
into being equal justice and equality.
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As we celebrate women in the arts in their most awesome and expansive meaning, one of our most difficult and demanding challenges is to
continue to encourage all to support their endeavours and to see the sector as a priority! Arts and Culture as a sector is a revenue driver for
the country, we contribute to economic development, we create employment, and we restore the dignity of our people by reflecting their stories
and representing their cultures- do not treat the sector as unimportant!

We urge corporate South Africa to also realise the benefits it derives from the talents of the people gathered here. Not just through
entertainment value.
Indeed, as we celebrate women in the arts in their most awesome and expansive meaning, one of our most difficult and demanding
challenges and tasks remains to balance our stress on achievements and strengths with the urgent and unavoidable need for continuing
struggle.
We thank the Department of Arts and Culture and Minister Nathi Mthethwa, Minister of Women, Susan Shabangu, Adjudicators, Professor
Pitika Ntuli, Antoinette Ntuli, Shado Twala and Lisa Combrink, UNICEF South Africa and Siyabonga Ceramics for giving similar and
appropriate weight and honour to the women or arts.
Thank you to the cast and crew, and all of you for joining us to celebrate South African women's excellence in the arts.
Ngokuzithoba
CAROL LINDIWE BOUWER
CONVENER & EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
MBOKODO AWARDS
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WE ARE IMBOKODO THE GRINDING STONE
Ode to Women
You strike a woman you strike a rock!
You will die Strydom-Prime Monster
Of the Republic
They marched under 1956 banners
Of denied truth
Lilian Ngoyi's stentorian voice urging them on
They said:
We are women of this sacred land
Children of great queens and heroic
Fathers
We have travelled through treacherous valleys whose echoing sounds
Spoke of resistance and defiance of beasts of night
That sought to silence their dreams!
They were a rock cascading down mountains of destiny/ to crush to bits those who held rods of state
To say to them:
We will not carry passes
We are no cows to be branded
We are iMbokodo the grinding stone
The crushes enemies of freedom and of love.
They continue the
March today shouting loudly and clearly
16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and Children!
Mobilise the nation to stop Think and act/ against those who seek to harm, mothers and daughters of the land
We follow the luminous path of Mbokodo Women in the Arts Awards/ to witness the shining light
Of those
Who strive sinew and nerve to live the dream/ of free expression
Who blaze new trails in the fields?
Of their endeavours,
A score years ago we gave birth to a Constitution
To shelter our mothers and daughters/ from harsh exposures to vile winds
Of violence and of pain
We salute our founding fathers and mothers
We children of the sun wind and earth!

PROFESSOR PITIKA NTULI

Professor Pitika Ntuli
Chairperson of the Adjudication Panel
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CELEBRATING THE STORY-TELLERS IN OUR MIDST
I read that story-telling is the social and cultural activity of sharing stories,
often with improvisation, theatrics, or embellishments.
Stories have been shared in every culture as a means of entertainment,
education, cultural preservation and instilling moral values.

All of our winners today, continue this tradition, as you have witnessed
throughout their respective categories.
Through their various works, they evoke emotions that even words cannot
articulate, each one of them forming a new language that can only be
described as soul-talk.
So tonight, as we honour the women who marched to the Union Buildings
60 years ago, as we imagine their resilience and conviction, may it rouse
our souls to celebrate the story-tellers in our midst today.
Phambilizi-Mbokodo, phambili.
SHADO TWALA

Shado Twala
2016 Adjudication Committee
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WORKING ON THE EDGE TO PROVIDE US WITH A MIRROR OF OUR
SHORTCOMINGS
Sixty years after the 1956 Women’s March to the Union Buildings, there are many South African
women artists who are international icons. They are well known in many art forms including
theatre, music, jazz, dance, opera, literature, poetry and film.
The journey has been a long one, full of challenges and excitement, despair and joy, loss and
hope. The creativity, determination and steadfastness that saw thousands of women gather for
the march, of such significance that South Africa commemorates its spirit every year on August
9th, imbues the art world inhabited by women in our country.
This year, in which South Africa commemorates sixty years since August, is a good time to take
stock of what has changed since then. We have taken strides in restoring women to their proper
place in society – we have a woman friendly Constitution, women ministers comprise 41% of the
cabinet, women deputy ministers make up 47% of the total number of deputy ministers, there is
a 41% representation of women in the National Assembly and dedicated Minister of Women in
the Presidency, making SA one of the most progressive countries in the world in this regard, and
we have large numbers of women in senior positions in government.
However our violent history has left ordinary women with numerous challenges to overcome,
including poverty, violence and abuse, and inadequate access to education, employment, health
care, and legal representation.
The Mbokodo Awards are one of the vehicles for highlighting and keeping women’s struggles in
the forefront of our mind. Over its five years Mbokodo has served to emphasise the range and
brilliance of South African women artists across a range of disciplines. It has also served to give
encouragement to artists who speak truth to power, whose works raise awareness of challenges
faced by women, be it in the area of gender identity, lack of access to sanitary pads, the ongoing
colonial oppression and exploitation of women’s bodies and hairstyles, or simply women’s’
vulnerability as mothers, lovers, daughters, and friends.

Antoinette Ntuli
2016 Adjudication Committee

Many of the 2016 winners have blazed a trail with the challenge their art provides to the status
quo. For this I thank them, and every woman artist who lives and works on the edge in an effort
to provide us with a clear mirror of our shortcomings, and ribbons of hope onto which we can
climb for our future.
ANTOINETTE NTULI
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SALUTING WOMEN WHO HOLD ALOFT LANTERNS FOR THE REST OF US
TO BASK IN THEIR LIGHT
Successive generations of South African women have produced truly beautiful works of art.
These are the Mbokodo women who take time to dream, to think and to create.
Let us not forget that these great women artists have also been immersed in their times, they
have borne witness and many are survivors, who have chosen to give voice to their dreams, to
speak for themselves and for women like them and even for women who are unlike them.

The creative artist reaches into her inner extremities and pushes art to its limits to tell truths that
otherwise would be hidden. Through these revelations a revolution in art and in thinking can
occur, moments that help to reshape and restore or piece together the world as if new.
Art, unlike bullets or blows, can heal the heart and ease the mind, can motivate and move us
forward into a better future.
Some say that witnessing should be a ‘verb’ which lives on, for one is forever witness, not quite
belonging to the past or present but seeking a life somewhere inbetween, choosing to reside in
the crevices, yet constantly exposed as if always naked to the elements. Yet out of the
nakedness that comes from creating art and from sharing an idea and an ideal, the new clothes
of a new humanity can emerge and offer a sliver of light and a glimpse at love.

Lisa Combrinck
2016 Adjudication Committee

I salute all those women who have held aloft lanterns for the rest of us to bask in their light.
LISA COMBRINCK
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MBOKODO WORKSHOP AMBASSADORS

Linda Mbere
Zamo Mkhwanazi

KB Motsilenyane

Napo Masheane

Bongi Ndaba

Aya Mpama
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RISING LIGHT
This is a category that identifies young women with the potential to make a significant contribution, not just to the art world, but to
women's struggles more broadly. It rewards women who engage with, and subvert, stereotypes about gender and race.

SETHEMBILE MSEZANE
Interrogating identity through the minds of millennials
Sethembile Msezane is a visual artist whose performances subvert colonialist
ideologies and highlight the history of black women in South Africa.
She interrogates issues of identity through the minds of millennials. Her performance
art work, the Public Holiday Series, held in a variety of historically iconic locations
asked important questions about the past, present and women’s bodies in public
spaces.
She maps out how popular culture informs the construction of history and mythmaking,
and ultimately addresses the absence of a black female body in the monumentalisation
of public spaces.
This year she was one of the 100 Barclays L’Atelier competition finalists and was
invited by the Open Stoep residency at the AVA Gallery as well as the Vrystaat
Kunstefees Festival to perform her piece, Love in the Time of Afrophobia.
Last year, Sethembile was awarded the Sasol New Signatures Merit Award and she
has been acknowledged as Art South Africa’s Bright Young Thing for her Public
Holiday Series.
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TRADITIONAL AND INDIGENOUS ARTS
This category honours and celebrates women whose work, be it music, storytelling, painting, handicraft or another form, is created
drawing on indigenous culture, using traditional symbols or materials, and based on traditional methods and meanings within the context
of our culture.

´ HALSTED (ARDMORE CERAMICS)
FEE
Creator of artists
It is not surprising that Fée Halsted has been described as “a creator of
artists”. She realized many years ago that the real, meaningful art she could
help create with her talents was the young artists themselves.
One of the many young artists that Fée educated was Bonnie Ntshalintshali,
who had a natural aptitude for ceramic art. What Fee taught Bonnie soon
attracted other members of her family who asked if they too could learn from
Fèe. This led to the creation of Ardmore in 1985, the largest ceramic art
studio in South Africa.
Bonnie became one of South Africa's leading ceramic artists, while Ardmore's
exciting diversity of ceramic art has been endorsed by Christie's in London as
'modern collectables'.
Fée's merging of western ceramics technology with African art is only part of
the story of Ardmore. Of even more significance has been her
encouragement of their imagination based on nature, Zulu folklore and
tradition.
“The Zulu people have a wonderful sense of colour and rhythm and a gift for
design and balance, all they needed was opportunity,” says Fée.
Fée has won numerous art awards including the Standard Bank Young
Artist's Award (1990), which she won jointly with Bonnie.
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VISUAL ART
This category celebrates sculptors, painters, performance artists and curators who creatively expand our conceptions of form and subject
matter, and utilise materials in original and innovative ways. It also celebrates artists who venture into new frontiers and demonstrate
deep imagination and originality, and whose work reaches beyond our borders.

GABI NGCOBO
Curator par excellence
Gabi Ngcobo is an independent curator and the co-founder of the Johannesburg based
independent collective platform, the Centre for Historical Re-enactments.
Gabi is the head of the “Incubator for a Pan-African Biennale task-force”, a yearlong
project arranged to facilitate the articulation of critical positions regarding the notion of
a Pan-African Biennale.
Recently Ngcobo curated Don’t /Panic, an exhibition that took place at the Durban Art
Gallery during the 17th United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP17).

She has undertaken many other collaborative and individual curatorial projects,
including Rope-a-dope: to win a losing war at Cabinet, New York, Second Coming,
PASS-AGES: references & footnotes at the old Pass Office and an ongoing project
titled Xenoglossia, a research project.
She holds a Master’s degree from the Centre for Curatorial Studies, Bard College
(New York) and is a faculty member at the Wits School of Arts.
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LITERATURE
This category celebrates fiction and biography, and also acknowledges important prose that speaks to the struggles of women in society. It
honours creativity, imagination and originality. It acknowledges writers who are committed to their craft and strive to promote the genre.

SYLVIA VOLLENHOVEN
Celebrating fiction and biography
Sylvia Vollenhoven is an award winning South African journalist, filmmaker and writer.
Her work as a foreign correspondent during the apartheid years focused on exposing
the human rights abuses inherent in the apartheid system, for an international
audience. She was co-producer (for the SABC) for the BBC two-part series Mandela: A
Living Legend. Her book The Keeper of the Kumm was shortlisted for the inaugural
City Press Tafelberg non-fiction book award. The Kumm project is a rare multimedia
innovation that is producing a book, a documentary film, a musical theatre piece (at the
same time as the book launch) and a feature film.
She is the founder of the VIA – Vision In Africa media company which has recently
been commissioned to produce a series of one-hour biographies for SABC 3.
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POETRY
This category celebrates published and performance poets utilising deep creative imagination and originality. It recognises poets who
demonstrate commitment to promoting this art form in a variety of platforms.

DEELA KHAN
Expressing the events of our time
Deela Khan believes that a good poem is one that speaks to you or moves you in
some way. A poem expresses the events of our time.
As a poet, writer and gatherer of cultural tales and histories, Deela Khan, was one of
the editors of WEAVE (Women's Education & Artistic Voice Expression), a black
women's writing and publishing collective in Cape Town.
Her chapbook, So Hard to Heal in a Hard Age, was published by White Fields Press in
1994 and Engaging the Shades of Robben Island, in Cape Town by Realities in 2002.

Born and raised in Cape Town, Khan was involved in the anti-apartheid struggle and
began writing resistance poetry in the mid 1970s.
She won the Benjamin Moloise scholarship to do creative writing at New York
University in 1994.
Her work also appeared in Mary De Shazer’s A Poetics of Resistance (1994).
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THEATRE
This category honours women who push the boundaries of the genre and create new and exciting theatre performances of high
standards. It also celebrates those who relentlessly and successfully promote this genre.

VANESSA COOKE
A passion for South African theatre
“Vanessa displayed bravery and passion to us black artists and what we were doing ...
you are now finally an elder in the arts constituency," said renowned South African
actor John Kani in 2008 at a function to honour Vanessa Cooke on her retirement.
Her theatre career began when she was just four years old when she performed with
the Italian Opera Company at the His Majesty’s Theatre in Johannesburg.
She is most interested in the development of new South African plays and has
contributed to the creation of them over the years. Recent theatre performances
include Dream of the Dog, Slap Koejawel, The Vagina Monologues and Vigil.
With Barney Simon, Mannie Manim and a group of actors she formed The Company
and performed in many venues before founding the Market Theatre in Newtown
Johannesburg. She worked at the Market Theatre Laboratory, the training and
development wing of the Market Foundation.
Vanessa served on the Executive of the National Arts Council for five years and was
on the executive committee of the Performing Arts Workers Equity trade union in the
early nineties.
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OPERA
Opera could easily be the most misunderstood art in South Africa, always viewed as foreign. This category celebrates the “pioneers” who
ventured into this art form and have given it the recognition it deserves within our society, as well as those who have created spaces for
themselves on the world stage. It also honours artists who have pushed the boundaries of the genre.

PHUMEZA MATSHIKIZA
Queen of the opera world
After studying singing at the University of Cape Town, Phumeza Matshikiza was
invited to tour with Kevin Volans’s The Confessions of Zeno, written for the Handspring
Puppet Theatre.

Volans was so impressed by her voice that he organised an audition at the Royal
College of Music in London and paid for her flight. She won a scholarship.
After college she joined the Royal Opera House (ROH)'s Jette Parker Young Artists
Programme, which brought her the chance to sing alongside operatic luminaries at
their peak. She once gave a recital in the ROH's Crush Room, ending with a Xhosa
folksong.
Her debut album ‘Voice of Hope’ was released in 2014 and her second album ‘Arias’
was released in May 2016 showcasing her operatic roles from Purcell to Puccini and
newly arranged art songs by Faure, Hahn and Tosti. Recent engagements include her
debut at Teatro alla Scala in Milan as Eve in the world premiere of Giorgio Battistelli’s
Co2; singing solo concerts in Copenhagen, Gothenburg and Krakow and joining
American superstar Josh Groban for concerts in South Africa.
She recently made her debut with Sir Antonio Pappano and the Orchestra
dell’Accademia Santa Cecilia in Rome in the world premiere of Luca Francesconi’s
Bread, Water and Salt, based on the famous speech by Nelson Mandela.

18

FASHION AND DESIGN
This category celebrates design across a number of disciplines, including architecture, interior design, clothing and accessories. It honours
women whose designs are imaginative, striking and original, that add beauty and interest to our living and working spaces as well as to
our environment. It also celebrates designers who are opening visual doors for women and who are promoting a South African aesthetic
at home and internationally.

STEFANIA MORLAND
Living the dream as a couturier
Having established herself as fashion stylist and designer under her own label,
Stefania Morland has grown and evolved while staying true to her original design
ethos: unique, playful pieces using only the finest hand-selected natural fibres sourced
from around the world.
Each garment is skilfully crafted with specific attention to construction techniques and
accentuated detail, creating truly distinctive clothing for people who respect and
celebrate life.
She has worked in the TV commercial industry and spent 15 years working as a
wardrobe stylist. She opened Vaccine, her first shop in Johannesburg, in 2005 straight
out of fashion school. Her second store was called Strategy.
Growing up in various towns, including Pietermaritzburg, Johannesburg, Durban and
Virginia, Stefania has been a Cape Town resident for the past 24 years.
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MUSIC
The category celebrates musicians, across musical genres, who demonstrate a deep commitment to Africa and its traditions, and who are
original and innovative in their art form. It also recognises leading vocalists and instrumentalists involved in traditional music, other than
African, who contribute to the diverse musical idioms of our nation. In addition this category recognises women who make an
outstanding contributing producing, facilitating and organising performers.

ROSHNIE MOONSAMMY
Showcasing African music
Roshnie Moonsammy is the woman behind the Urban Voices International Festival,
which showcases contemporary music, theatre and performance poetry from the
African continent and its diaspora.
Curating local and international cultural projects is her passion and forte.
Having been involved in cultural projects since she was 14 years old, she has played a
central role in the development and management of the Arts Alive Festival since 1993.
Roshnie was involved in managing and organising the programme for the 2015 and
2016 editions of Africa Day for musicians from South Africa and from across the
continent. She a Bachelor of Arts and a Diploma in South African Music Rights.
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JAZZ
For a long time jazz was seen as a male domain. This category honours and celebrates women who have entered and contributed
significantly to the world of jazz either through their performance, or through their involvement in the management and promotion of
Jazz.

NOMAGUGU MAKHATHINI
Using music to soar above troubles
Music lifts Nomagugu Makhathini up and enables her to soar above her troubles.
Music is spiritual, emotional and physical emotional therapy for the singer, song-writer,
choir director and music teacher.
Nomagugu, now teaching music in East London, recently performed with international
artists at the 2106 East London Arts Festival. She regularly performs around the world,
particularly in London and Washington.
Nomagugu holds a B-Tech Music degree from Tshwane University of Technology and
a National Diploma in Music from the University of Kwazulu-Natal.
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DANCE
In this category we celebrate classical, popular and traditional dancers and promoters of dance who creatively push the boundaries of
their genre to new levels. Whether it is pantsula, ballet or any other form, these artists embrace and excel in their chosen genre thus
becoming synonymous with the art form itself.

MAMELA NYAMZA
Sharing personal stories through dance
Using dance to confront something as contentious as the “corrective rape” of lesbians in
South Africa’s townships, Mamela Nyamza is known for blending styles in a way that
challenges traditional standards.

The dancer, teacher, choreographer and activist, draws inspiration from her daily life
and her abstract dance style allows her to use dance as a way to share both her own
personal stories as well as her African stories with the world.
She has performed nationally and internationally and choreographed autobiographical,
political, and social pieces both on her own and in collaboration with other artists.
The past winner of the Standard Bank Young Artist Award for Dance, Mamela has
created various community outreach projects that have helped to spread the positive
influence of dance to different communities within South Africa.
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WOMEN IN MEDIA
In a country grappling with profound socio-economic challenges, art and culture are often placed at the periphery of the public discourse.
This category celebrates women who, through their work and practice, strive to promote art and publicise its crucial role in building a
cohesive society.

PRETORIA HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS
USING HAIR TO FIGHT RACISM
Each of us has a right to wear our hair with pride in its natural state without feeling the
need to apologise for it.
Pretoria High School for Girls learners recognised that and stood up against blatant
racism from a schooling system loathe to transform. They attended school with natural
Afros, held protests in the street and presented a petition, signed by more than 20 000
people, to the MEC for Education.
Images of their demonstrations went viral and received massive coverage both locally
and internationally.

The pupils have become role models for many by raising awareness of the ongoing
racism and harassment faced by young black people 22 years after the demise of
apartheid.
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FILM
The film industry is complex and requires a variety of intricate collaborations and negotiations. Women in Film celebrates women’s
contribution to the development of, and on-going participation in, South Africa’s fledgling film industry.

HAPPINESS IS A FOUR LETTER WORD:
Bongiwe Selane, Busisiwe Ntintili, Helena Spring, Khanyi Mbau,
Mmabatho Montsho, Renate Stuurman
What is happiness?
To many, happiness is contentment. It's appreciating and loving the people who add to
your life, recognising your limitations and accepting that disappointments are a part of
the life cycle.
Based on the novel by Noziziwe Cynthia Jele, the film Happiness is a Four Letter
Word, has grossed nearly R14 million. This is the first black South African film to
achieve these figures.
Produced by Helena Spring and Bongiwe Selane, the three female leads, around
whom the story centres are Khanyi Mbau, Renate Stuurman and Mmbatho Montshoe.
Together these women created a movie that restored faith for many that local
audiences will support local content.

24

GIRL CHILD OF PROMISE
We are increasingly confronted by young girls who show exceptional promise in the arts, and this category seeks to recognise and
encourage these young women to pursue their dreams. It values the role played by them as role models for their peers.

MICHELLE NKAMANKENG
If you can't read, you can't write
At seven years of age, Michelle Nkammankeng is one of the youngest published
authors on the continent.
Her first two books, Waiting for the Waves and The Little Girl Who Believes in Herself
were completed when she was just six years old. Her third book, The Little Mouse, was
completed recently. However, due to financial constraints, only the first book has been
published.
Written using green and purple pens, Waiting for the Waves is the story of Titi, a little
girl fascinated by the ocean and its huge waves.
The book is "an epic tale" recounting "the inner struggle of love and fear". The last
page has a big heart drawn by Nkamankeng and a candid little message: "I hope you
had a nice time reading this book."
Her advice for other children wanting to write books is: "follow your dreams, always
believe in yourself and don't let anybody get in your way, and if you can't read, you
can't write".
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
This is a special category awarded in recognition of consistently high quality work done over a lifetime. It is dedicated to enduring icons
whose staying power and commitment is exemplary and to artists whose singular contribution to our culture is deeply felt. This award
also celebrates outstanding work done by South African artists beyond the borders of South Africa.

ESTHER NIKWAMBI MAHLANGU
A mural is a conversation
At 86, Esther Mahlangu is one of the most inspirational mural artists of our time.
Since the age of 10 when she was taught the skill of mural painting by her mother and
grandmother, Esther’s murals have given people from all walks of life a voice and
helped people from other countries get first-hand knowledge about South Africa’s
diverse cultures.
Esther first gained international attention in 1989 at a European art exhibition. In 1991,
she was commissioned by BMW to create an art car, as others including Andy Warhol,
David Hockney had done before. Her designs were also reproduced in 1997 on the
tails of British Airways planes and on the new Fiat 500 for the ‘Why Africa?’ Exhibition
in Turin in 2007.
The new BMW Individual 7 series with unique internal wooden trims painted by Esther,
was exhibited at Frieze Art Fair 2016 and she recently completed a special edition
premium Belvedere Vodka bottle design with 50% of all profits being used to help fight
HIV/AIDS in Africa. Esther is passionate about sharing her knowledge with the younger
generation so that she leaves a legacy that lives on for generations to come.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
STELLAR CAST
ELIZCA COETZER

NDOH DLAMINI

A WARM AND SOOTHING VOICE

MUSIC THAT SPEAKS TO US

Elizca Coetzer has a warm voice that is easy to listen to and that
will certainly tug at your heartstrings as well.

Twenty two years ago Ndoh Dlamini joined a committed artist
theatre music company as a dancer, singer and actress and her
career blossomed. She has now performed with some of the
country’s most legendary artists, including Mbongeni Ngema,
Busi Mhlongo, Rebeca Malope, Brenda Fassie, Angelique Kidjo
and Ringo Mandlingozi.

Born into a family of musicians, she pursued a career in musical
theatre at the Tshwane University of Technology.

From the time she played, Tracey Turnbad in Richard Loring’s
production of Hairspray (2007), where she won a Naledi Award for
‘Best Performance by a Newcomer (Female)’, she has been an
established name in South Africa’s music industry.
Elizca made her mark on the musical theatre stage by playing one
of her favourite film characters, Sister Mary Patrick, in the South
African premiere production of Sister Act. She also performed as
a frontline singer on a show entitled Supreme Divas.
Elizca also performed in Pieter Toerien’s Hair,(2007), played
Kelsi in the 2010/2011 High School Musical Asian tour (Hong
Kong, China, Taiwan) and played Engela in the national touring
musical drama Stuur Groete aan Mannetjies Roux (2011).

She has toured around South Africa as well as to London,
Russia, Mozambique, Malawi, Uganda, Lesotho and Swaziland.
She performed at the tenth anniversary celebration of the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival in Louisiana, USA. She also
collaborated with American singer and songwriter Michael Bolton
on a song called “Aint nothing but a good thing”.
Ndoh’s album titled Sekusile was nominated for the ‘Best
Contemporary Jazz Album’ at the 2013 Metro FM Music Awards.
She is currently working on her second album.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
STELLAR CAST
WANDA BALOYI
COPING WITH XENOPHOBIA THROUGH MUSIC
When South Africa experienced severe xenophobic attacks towards
foreigners, Wanda Baloyi recorded her song Voices, expressing her
inner feelings about xenophobia and other problems facing
foreigners in South Africa.
Wanda was born and raised in South Africa but both her parents are
originally from Mozambique and she has experienced first-hand
some of the difficulties facing immigrants in South Africa. Through
the trials and tribulations she has faced she has remained focused
on music and on expressing herself through her pure voice.

THANDAZILE "SONIA"
RADEBE
THE STRIKING AND TALENTED
The striking and talented Standard Bank Young Artist Award
Winner in Dance for 2017, Thandazile 'Sonia' Radebe! Her
discipline and dedication to the craft has seen her pick up
accolades along the way and who knows, this Mbokodo
performer may yet become a Mbokodo Award winner in the
future!

The talented Wanda grew up aspiring to be a song bird like Miriam
Makeba, nicknamed Mama Africa.
She started her musical journey as a member of the all-girl group,
Ghetto-Luv in the 1990s. She later went on her own direction as solo
vocalist. Her first album, Voices in 2003 was produced by awardwinning jazz guitarist, Jimmy Dludlu and earned her a string of
awards and nominations.
This was followed by further albums: So Amazing, Colours and Love
and Life. She also starred in the the 2014 short film, The Manicurist,
directed by Beathur Mgoza Baker.
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SIYABONGA CERAMICS
The beautiful colours and designs of Siyabonga Ceramics are inspired by elements of Africa. The ceramic objects such as figures, tiles and tableware are
made from clay and other raw materials by the process of pottery and then hand-painted, creating a beautiful art piece desired in every home.
Every piece is uniquely decorated by free-hand and includes African themes inspired by the sunset, desert and sea of the Mother land. The ceramics are
stoneware fired to 1220 degrees Celsius and glazed with a lead-free transparent solution, making the products oven proof, microwave and dishwasher safe.
Custom designs and request are also welcome as every piece is hand made by our local artist, Siyabonga.

“I don’t think about a design before I start.
I let the clay talk to me and together we create magic”
After college, Siyabonga found work in Kalk Bay but after 4 years he decided to get back to the books and
further his studies; focusing on Business Management and Skills. This gave Siyabonga an opportunity to
freelance – both nationally and internationally; giving him the competitive edge he needed to succeed.

Inspired by elements of Africa

From humble beginnings in the township of Khayelitsha, Siyabonga grew up surrounded by creativity.
With a father and two brothers who were passionate about art, Siyabonga’s love for painting began at an
early age. In 1998, Siyabonga enrolled at the College of Cape Town where he studied Art. He was
introduced to ceramics in 1999 and his love affair with this specific skill grew from there. Siyabonga won a
few prestigious awards for sculptures and posters he designed and graduated as the best N2 student in
his first year.
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LEGAMO TECHNICAL PRODUCTIONS
Your Technical Partner of Choice

2nd Round
Your one-stop creative production house.

DITSEBI
Ditsebi is a professional accounting and business advisory partner that provides
enterprise-wide management solutions.
We are an independent and objective consultancy that believes in partnering, and
our independence allows us to provide objective management solutions.
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Proudly brought to you by
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All of us at the Mbokodo Awards are proud to take this moment to honour UNICEF for the incredible work
they have done over 70 years! Here’s to another 70 years of standing up FOR EVERY CHILD

HAPPY BIRTHDAY UNICEF!
WE SALUTE YOU!
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In partnership with
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